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Analysis of Export Specialization Pattern of Selected
Agricultural Crops in Iran

G.R. Soltani, S. Yazdani, S. Salmanzadeh, I. Shahbazi, E. Karami,
I. Malakmohammadi and A. Dourandish? 2

International trade theories have highlighted the importance of specialization of countries
to benefit from the global trade network. In addition to foreign currency earnings, the
development agricultural exports can play an important role in ensuring food security and
improving the level of resilience of agricultural sector in Iran. One of the approaches to
analyze export development process is to study export possibilities from the perspective of
comparative export advantage and specializing in the framework of advantage dynamics.
Thus the present study seeks to explore the following research question: have the exports of
selected Iranian agricultural products (pistachio, saffron, dates, raisin, apple, cucumber and
kiwi) moved towards specialization in the global market? To achieve this goal, we assess the
specialization pattern of Iran over the period 2001 to 2017. Findings reveal that all the
selected products had a comparative export advantage during the selected period, but none
of them has moved towards specialization. In other words, despite having the export
comparative advantage, Iran has not h long-term plans to promote exports of selected
products in the global market. The analysis in the form of panel data during the two periods
of 2001-2009 and 2010-2017 also indicates that the export of selected products do not
support dynamism and specialization over time. Regarding the export capacities of Iran's
agricultural sector, it is recommended entering into long-term contracts in the target markets
in order to increase the export share of selected products through adaptation and
implementation of continuous production and export policies.

Key words: Agricultural exports, Comparative advantage, Panel data model, Specialization.
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