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Current Status of Horticultural Crop Production in Iran:

A Documentary Study 1- Fruits

M. Khosh-Khui!, K. Vahdati, V. Grigorian, E. Tafazoli, H. Salehi,
M. Azizi and M. Mobli?

Iran is one of the leading countries in the world in production of many horticultural
commodities such as pistachios, walnuts, almonds, apricots, apples, dates, grapes and others.
In recent years, the areas under horticultural crops have increased, mainly due to high
exchange rate and income as well as improvement in water consumption efficiency, the
possibility of export and increasing demand. There is also a possibility of their sustainable
development and production in the future. On the other hand, as the world's population
grows, the need for food is increasing at an alarming rate. Using the latest statistics published
by the Ministry of Agriculture Jihad and other sources, the present status of the horticultural
products of each sub-sector of pomology in the years 2012 to 2018 were examined. From
temperate zone fruits apple, pear, cherry, peach and apricot; from nut fruits pistachio,
almond, walnut and hazelnut, from tropical and subtropical fruits dates and citrus, and from
small fruits grapes and strawberries were selected. Considering that the coefficient of self-
reliance of horticultural products, except for a small number of tropical fruits, is 100%, in
this article, after presenting the statistics, the challenges of the current situation of pomology
in the country are analyzed and approaches to overcome the problems of this sector of
horticulture are suggested.
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